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This is a communication from the examiner in charge of your application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 



OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 



T^y ^Responsive to communication (s) filed on 

Q This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 D.C. 11 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire _ 



X 



^ month(s). or thirty days. 



whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause 
the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

□ Clalm(s)_ 



Of the above, claim(s) j^^j 

□ Claim(s) ^ 

□ Claim (s) 

□ Claim(s) 

^ Claim(s) //^ l/'2.Z^ 2^- ?0 



is/are pending in the application. 

Js/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 



Js/are objected to. 



_are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

Q The proposed drawing correction, filed on is [3 approved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
ED All EH Some* EH None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
ED received. 

ED received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

ED received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: ^ . 

ED Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 




IlijPll^i; 



□ Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

ED Information Disclosure Statement(s). PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

ED Interview Summary. PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 



-SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES-- 



PTOL-326 (Rev. 9/96) 



ir U.a GPO; 1996-421-632/40206 



Application/Control Number: 09/936, 1 88 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1617 

Applicants argue that groups of claims must be provided. However, the 

CO 

restriction requirement here instituting elections of species, are within a group. Thus, 
the cited rule does not apply. The requirement is deemed proper and final. 
A further election of species is required: 

For (a1) in claim 1 , applicants must elect between fatty acid glycol esters and 
fatty acid glycol esters. Also, for (|2) in claim 1, applicants must elect between fatty 
alcohol ethers and fatty alcohol (polyglycol) ethers. As explained in the initial 
requirement, each mixture of compounds constitutes a unique technical feature due to 
the unique properties of each compound therein based on its structure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Webman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-0633. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9 Am 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Padmanabhan can be reached on (571) 272-0629. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/936,188 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1617 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Webman/LR 
May 18, 2004 




